
ElectionofthePresident

One of themost difficult problemsfaced bythe framersat Philadelphia wasthat
of
choosing the president. Having decided that the head of the state must be
elected,the
problem before them was to decide how he would be elected. Ultimately, it was
decided
that the president would be indirectly elected by the people. But the growth of
political
parties and political practices has set up the method of presidential election.
Firstwe
shall see the constitutional provisions and then examine how the election is
actually held.
The plan of election as provided in the constitution is rather simple. The
president
iselected by anelectoral college consisting of the representativesof thestates.
The
people of each state elect presidential electors (members of Electoral College)
equal to
the number of representative the state has in Congress. No member of the
Congressis
allowedto bea presidential elector. Thepresidentialelectorsmeet ineachstate
onfixed
datesandvote for the president. All the votesare sealed and sent to the capital
ofthe
US. The president of the senate countsthe votes in the presence of membersof
boththe
Housesof Congress. The candidate who secures majority oftheelectoral votes
castfor
the president isdeclared elected. If no candidatereceivesa clear majority of the
electoral
for the president, the members of the House of Representatives choose a
president



from among the three candidates who have received the highest number of
electoral
votesandthenewpresident assumesoffice.

ElectioninPractice

Accordingtotheconstitution,theAmericanpresidentiselectedindirectly;butin
practice
his election has become direct. Although the language of the constitution of
presidential
electionremainsunchanged, whetherthat bethepartysystemorthemeansof
communication and transportation, all make his election direct. The
developmentshave
reduced the importance of the Electoral College. The following are the various
stagesof
hiselection.
(i)National convention: Thefirststepintheelectionofthepresident istakenby
the political partieswho proceed to nominate their candidatesearly inthe year
in
which the election is due to take place. Both the major political parties convene
a
‘ nationalconvention’ . Theconventionmay beheldsometimeinJuneorJuly.
Delegates to the national convention are chosen according to certain rules
framed
bytheparties. Abouta thousanddelegatestakepartintheConvention,andallof
them are leading and active party workers in their states. The convention
selects
thepresidentialnomineeandissuesa manifestowhichintheUSisknownasthe
‘ platform’ .
(ii) The campaign:The campaign generally begins in the month of July and
continues
till the Election Day in November. The parties have their campaign managers
and
a very effective machinery to conduct the nationwide propaganda. The
presidential



candidate visits all the states and addresses as many meetings as he can,
delivers
anumberofnationallytelevisedspeeches. Hissupportersusevariousmediaof
masscontact.
(iii) Election of the Electoral College:The election of the members of the
Electoral
CollegeisheldinNovember. Technicallyvotersgotopollstoelectmembersof
theElectoralCollege;butaswehaveseenabove,this inpracticemeansdirect
votefor aparticularcandidate.Duetotheriseinpartysystem,theelectorsareto
votefor theirpartynomineeforthepresidentialoffice.
Theydonothaveafreehandinthechoiceofthepresident. Theyarerubber
stamps. As it is known beforehand for which candidate each elector will vote,
theresult
of the presidential election is known when the results of the election of the
presidential
electorsareannounced.
Thus, theelectionofthepresidenthasbecomedirect.It isnolongerindirect.The
American voters personally participate in the election of the president. Hence,
thepresident
election in the month of December merely becomes a formality. Thus,
theoretically,the
president iselectedindirectly,butinpracticeheiselecteddirectly.


